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Going into the final event of Saturday’s 4A-1A District 3 swim meet in
Albany, the Salem Academy girls team was nursing a slim one-point
lead against rival Sweet Home.

On paper, it seemed as if the Crusaders had the edge going into the
400 freestyle relay. After all, Sweet Home entered the final event with
a time of 4 minutes, 8.76 seconds — more than 11 seconds slower
than Salem Academy’s preliminary time. With such a big deficit to
make up, it seemed that the Crusaders had the win — and district title
— wrapped up before the race started.

Sweet Home, however, scored the upset and won with a time of
3:49.74 seconds. The Crusaders had to settle for second — both in
the final event (a season’s best 3:52.15) and in the district meet team

standings.

“They definitely held back yesterday,” said
Crusaders sophomore Emma Boles, who
swam in the final event, of the Huskies. “I don’t
think they wanted to reveal how fast they were
going to go today. But we knew they would
bring it today.”

The victory gave the Huskies 217 points, while
Salem Academy finished with 212. Was the
second-place finish a disappointment?

“Definitely not,” said Salem Academy
sophomore Kiera Supple said. “We still got a record for us and I think
we’re going to do even better at state.”

Also for Salem Academy, Grace Warde won the 100 breaststroke
(1:12.50) for the second straight year while the 200 medley relay team
of Supple, Warde, Boles and Joelle Debban won (1:55.14) for the
second consecutive year.

Meanwhile, the Salem Academy boys scored 201 points Saturday,
good enough for second behind winner Philomath (223). The second-
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place finish was a milestone for the Crusaders, mostly because the
squad finished in the bottom half of the team standings at last year’s
district meet and didn’t win a single event.

Robertson said due to the seventh-place state finish last year, the girls
team was a known quantity coming into this season. The boys team,
meanwhile, was almost the total opposite.

“We didn’t really know what was going to happen with them coming
into this season,” Robertson said. “At every meet this year, we were
like, “Wow. This is incredible. They’re getting better and better.’ So
coming into today, we just wanted to bring it all and see what
happens.”

Saturday’s meet landed Salem Academy three titles. The squad of
Micah Leutwyler, Jonah Leutwyler, Jordan Emerich and Shane Clark
won the 200 medley relay (1:49.32) and 400 freestyle (3:32.67) while
Micah Leutwyler took first in the 50 freestyle (22.89).

“They were all outstanding,” Robertson said.

Also during the meet, Blanchet’s Jeremy Darst won two events — the
200 individual medley (2:10.19) and the 100 backstroke (57.11).
Darst finished fourth at the state meet last year in the 100 backstroke
and said it’s the one event he’s concentrating most on for the looming
state meet.

Darst said, ultimately, his goal is to place higher than fourth at next
weekend’s state meet. He might just have a chance, too, because
he’s swam in the 56-second range earlier this season.

“I was happy with how I did today, but there’s always some room for
improvement,” Darst said.
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